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This paper has been written because I have been asked numerous questions by orienteers over the past few days, following distribution of two papers by Geoff Hudson advocating establishment of two “breakaway” park and street series this coming summer.  Geoff’s proposal is in response to the decision by Orienteering Australia to increase their participation levy by 15 cents per competitor from January 1 2012.  As this topic will no doubt create lengthy discussion, I am aiming to provide some answers to the more common questions, prior to the meeting.  Please note that this paper does NOT support, nor argue against, Geoff’s proposal.  

Q:  Why is Orienteering Australia applying the levy increase to park and street orienteering?

OA applies a “general levy” (currently 25 cents per participant) to all orienteering events in Australia, as a means of making up a shortfall after government funding was severely reduced a few years ago.  There is a perception that OA is specifically targeting Melbourne Park and Street Orienteering.  In fact, the OA levy applies equally to all Category 5 events, ie those that do not appear on the OA national calendar.  These include State Series for bush and MTB, club events (eg MelbushO, Bendigo), other MTB events such as DuOs, and park and street events, across Australia.  National events such as championships and badge events attract a much higher OA levy (usually reflected in a higher entry fee).

Q:  What happens to my $4 entry fee?
Currently, a levy of $2.60 is paid to Orienteering Victoria (which includes 25c paid on to OA).  The remainder is distributed by the Park and Street Treasurer to the organising clubs.  The OV levies are proportionally discounted for juniors, families, and season ticket holders.  Note that revenue from Monday 37s events is not distributed to clubs, but retained to cover any expenditure on equipment, promotion etc that the Park and Street Subcommittee decides upon.

Q:  What are the levies spent on?

Many orienteers are not aware of how levies are spent. Orienteering Victoria uses their levy income to pay for:

· Printed fixtures

· Control cards

· OV website (with a prominent P&S page)

· Public liability insurance

· Flags

· Beeper clocks

· Schools competitions

· Development of new series: maps, equipment, promotional material, prizes, project officers etc – eg Geelong, Macedon, and in past years, the Western Series

· First aid kits

· Subsidised first aid courses

· Newcomer vests and caps

· Public address system

etc.

Some other areas that OV might potentially fund, on request from the Park and Street Subcommittee or clubs, might include:

· Training courses (Ocad mapping, course setting)

· Enhanced timing systems

· Membership database (for which funding has already been allocated)

The OA levy does not provide a direct return to Melbourne Park and Street orienteering.  However, our high and growing participation led indirectly to OA receiving $100,000 in government funding for 2011.  All of this funding will be directed to grassroots, participation-based projects across Australia, and a major proportion of it will be used for park and street programs, including:

· New Park and Street orienteering programs in Western and Southern Sydney, NSW Northern Rivers and Coffs Harbour, Cairns and Rockhampton, Darwin and Gippsland

· An extension of Perth’s highly successful NavDash program to the winter months in 2012

· A comprehensive Park and Street Orienteering Organisers Manual by Ian Dodd

· Online videos by a Uni of Canberra team led by Ben Rattray on how to do Park and Street, Bush, Sprint and MTB orienteering

· Comprehensive information and how to do it guides on Bush and Sprint Orienteering by Nick Dent, and Park and Street and Mountain Bike Orienteering by Barbara Hill

Q:  Why did Melbourne Park and Street orienteering not receive any of this money?

Mike Hubbert is correct in stating that the OV Board did not specifically request project funding for Melbourne based programs, although they made a successful submission for funding for a program in Gippsland.  The Melbourne Park and Street Subcommittee did not put forward any proposals to the Board for this round of funding.  However that does not preclude the Subcommittee putting together a proposal for future funding rounds.

Q:  Isn’t Orienteering Australia just about elites and high performance programs?

OA Executive Officer John Harding is a strong supporter of Park and Street orienteering for the wide range of health and social benefits that it brings to the communities in which it exists.  John has fought long and hard to establish a summer series in the ACT – a long time bastion of bushO – and finally managed to do so, with great success earlier this year (approx 500 competitors took part in the 8 event series which included power walkers and teams divisions – of these, about 100 attended regularly).  John had many lengthy consultative discussions with Ian Dodd, and no doubt with other Park and Street organisers around the country, and he engaged Julie Sunley as project officer to run the ACT series.  John has been highly influential in OA’s support for other Park and Street projects.

Q:  What impact does the OA levy increase have on Melbourne Park and Street orienteering?

Orienteering Victoria will need to find an additional $2100 (approx) to cover the OA levy increase on the park and street portion of Category 5 events.  Unless other changes are made to the OV budget by the Council, it is likely that OV will increase park and street levies to cover this additional amount.  If that is the case, the Park and Street Subcommittee will need to decide what effect this will have on the financial position of member clubs, and whether to increase entry fees and/or season ticket fees.  Any increase in levies would normally take effect from the start of the 2012 winter series.

It should be noted that neither OA nor OV dictates or recommends event entry fees.  It is up to organising clubs to set entry fees, either on an individual event or series basis.

