A New Vision for Street Orienteering?
It is generally agreed that the primary interest of the wider orienteering community (ie OA and VOA) in Park-Street Orienteering is financial. While OA takes an interest in streetO participation, its primary reason for doing so is to secure Government funding – ie once again, it’s financial.

It’s entirely appropriate for a sport like ours – Park/Street Orienteering – to carry out self-examination periodically – to revisit what we do, how we do it and why we do it. This paper suggests that our sport would benefit from increased independence from the VOA and OA and proposes a means of doing this that may be of benefit to both us and our parent organisation.

In contrast to the purely financial objectives of our parent organisation (that is living beyond its means and desperately trying to keep a struggling sport going), I believe that we should establish our own objectives and goals for our sport. 

         We like to walk/run – a healthy lifestyle is one of our personal objectives
         We like the people we do it with. Social opportunities/interaction is another
         Increased participation is obvious – we should share our enjoyment with others
         Increased contribution to our community (the skills/resources available to us could certainly provide benefits to the community in which we live)

The initial proposal is:

         To run a Tuesday/Thursday park-street series this summer
         This series would be run:

o   On Tuesday; Outer Eastern

o   On Thursday; Inner Eastern

         To charge $2 per entry
         To advertise this series – alongside the current VOA series – on the street orienteering website. We have barely scratched the surface in our use of online resources – and would propose to make substantially more use of this medium in the future.
         Funds received from the series would be reinvested into Park-Street Orienteering – NO levies (currently $2.60 out of every $4 entry) would be paid to VOA/OA.
         If we structure this correctly, the increased participation that would result from this could still be classified as “orienteering”.
         While it would ease logistics to use existing maps, we could use Open Street Maps. Much of Melbourne is already mapped; to make them useful to us and other organisations in our community, we would need to bring them up to a standard similar to existing maps.
         Public liability is always a concern; we need to protect ourselves legally by operating from an incorporated body (perhaps an existing orienteering club?) and ethically we should take out public liability insurance. We have already priced this and the price is not unreasonable.

Our experience with several years of training events demonstrated that we don’t need huge numbers to run such a series; most would agree that the training nights provided an interesting and enjoyable time for those that took part.
If you would be prepared to support this venture – please let us know by sending a brief email to geoff.hudson@gmail.com. If you have any comments/suggestions re the above, we’d be grateful for your feedback.

