 RECOMMENDED RULES OF ETIQUETTE

FOR PARTICIPANTS AND OFFICIALS

AT VICTORIAN PARK AND STREET ORIENTEERING EVENTS
Preamble

Sport should be fun, safe and fair.

Most Orienteering Clubs have adopted Codes of behaviour, particularly in relation to junior sport.  These codes typically include clauses such as the following:

Officials, Parents, Coaches and Administrators

· Be consistent, objective and courteous when making decisions.

· Condemn the use of violence, verbal abuse or vilification in any form, whether it is by spectators, coaches, officials or players.

· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.

· Never ridicule or yell at a competitor for making a mistake or not winning.

· Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents.

· Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else.

Competitors

· Play by the rules.

· Never argue with an official. If you need clarification …approach the official during a break or after the competition.

· Show respect to and acknowledge opponents and the efforts of volunteer officials.

· Play fair - no verbal abuse of officials, sledging other players (including vilification) or deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent.

· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.

Extract from Victorian Park and Street Orienteering Rules:

‘3.1 Sporting fairness shall be the guiding principle in the interpretation of these rules by competitors, organisers, officials and juries.’
Organisers

Event organisers should ensure the following best practise is maintained at park and street orienteering events:

· Safety issues should always be a paramount consideration-

a) Courses should avoid crossing main or arterial roads, particularly for Junior or Novice classes.

b) Feasible routes should not follow along railway lines (unless a foot track follows the line).

c) Courses should be designed to cross busy roads or railway lines only at authorised crossing points.

d) Course design should not unreasonably encourage crossing of out of bounds features or areas.

· Have an event map (without any controls marked) on display at the start/entry area which clearly shows all approved/legal railway and freeway crossings and any out-of-bounds areas.

· Maps should have had fieldwork checked on likely routes (at a minimum) so that they are reasonably accurate in these areas.

· Photocopied maps should be checked for legibility.  The start/finish (only) should be highlighted.

· Queues at first controls should be avoided if possible (e.g. by having multiple punches, a variety of first controls or longer first legs).

· If unsure of a procedure or rule ask a member of the park and street committee or other experienced organiser rather than making up your own rules.

· Make an effort to ensure toilets are open and ensure you know where they are or have signs placed so competitors can be directed correctly.

· Ensure you identify any qualified first aiders who are participating or attending so they can be contacted quickly in the event of an emergency.

Competitors

Competitors should appreciate that park and street orienteering events are designed to be low key, simple and fun for all.  They should also remember that organisers are all volunteers who contribute their efforts for the benefit of all participants.  If they wish to maintain their personal standing in the sport they should observe (at a minimum) the following etiquette at park and street and other orienteering events:

· Listen to the organiser’s briefing prior to the event.  There is no excuse if you are disqualified or can’t find a control because you failed to heed organisers directions for a particular event.  Instructions given at pre-event briefings override anything to the contrary which may be printed on the event map.

· Participants should not push or shove other competitors out of the way in order to punch controls.  In particular, appropriate consideration should be given to wheelchair and other disabled competitors.

· It is not necessary to run to the finish table after punching the final control.  Competitors in the finish chute should queue in an orderly fashion before handing in control cards.

· Control cards should be filed in correctly with legible block handwriting.  The use of dog’s names or other aliases (whilst they may be considered somewhat humorous) does not aid in timely production of results by volunteer scorers.

· Competitors who are late or have abandoned their course must attempt to arrive back as soon as possible in order to ensure unnecessary searches are not commenced by officials.  (All score event courses close 10 minutes after the Power Walker return time.)

· Control cards must always be handed in before a competitor leaves the event.

· Competitors should not cut corners by running through private property, particularly over flower beds.

· Climbing fences can damage private property, is dangerous and also puts those that cannot climb the fence at a unfair disadvantage.  The marking of a fence as ‘Uncrossable’ is not to be taken as a challenge for competitors to prove the map maker wrong.  (Competitors seen climbing fences or illegally crossing railways or roads face disqualification: see for example Park and Street Orienteering Rules section 9.)

· Warn other competitors (and officials where possible) of any safety issues or dangers noticed whilst competing, such as snakes in long grass.

· If another competitor is injured stop and provide assistance if possible.  Have another competitor contact an organiser as soon as possible.

· If you breach a rule and are disqualified, do not argue with officials.  Park and street orienteering event results are not that important.  The fact that “everyone else did it” is not  a legitimate excuse.
· If you see other competitors engaging in unsafe or illegal behaviour, report it to officials who will take the appropriate action.

· Smoking by competitors and any attending family or friends is officially discouraged.  Any persons wishing to smoke are requested to do so well away from other competitors or assembly areas.

