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	RECOMMENDATION

Actions or Decisions required




	OVERALL STATUS
	


ACTIVITIES & PLANS
1. Planning for the 2011 bush event programme, and major events in future years, is progressing.
HIGHLIGHTS

2.  The most significant activity in bush orienteering at present is planning for the 2011 Oceania Championships carnival. A detailed report on this is being presented elsewhere.
ISSUES, CONCERNS & RISKS
3. The current structure of State Series events appears to be working quite well with attendances stabilising or increasing slightly in recent years after a long-term decline. No radical changes to the State Series structure are anticipated for 2011, although ideally one or two more events will be found than was the case this year.
4. Ideas for non-State Series bush events need to be firmed up to provide a good bush programme outside State Series events. The Bendigo series has provided this to some extent and some Bendigo events (e.g. the recent Kooyoora event) have attracted significant Melbourne attendance. The mooted ‘Melbourne’ series (for which more areas need to be identified) may provide a similar function, as may strengthening of local events in the Ballarat area. The bush programme may also link into possibilities of regional development in new regions (e.g. Gippsland).

5. We need to return to planning for major state events 2-3 years ahead as had been the case in the past. An informal call has been made for expressions of interest for Victorian Championships in 2012-13, in addition to the 2011 fixture process. Informal discussions have also been held with OANSW about the possibility of running a joint Queens Birthday event in the Albury/Wagga area in 2012.

6. Active controllers continue to be in short supply. It was a particular concern that we were unable to find a formal, suitably-qualified controller for the 2010 Victorian Long Distance Championships.

7. Some consideration needs to be given as to how to make use of the best available areas for State-level events. A number of major-event maps from recent years remain significantly under-utilised. 

8. Some minor changes to State Championship rules will be required, to make classes compatible between events and with those used in State Series events.

9. While not really the responsibility of this Committee, the lack of junior participation in bush events remains a concern. On the other hand, the strong increase in participation in recent years amongst the 21-35 age group is encouraging. 

Thanks to Blair Trewin for this information.
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