Melbourne local bush events

Street events have a predictable structure and a new person quickly can feel part of it. But when someone starts bush orienteering there is a lot of complexity to deal with – choosing the type of event to go, choosing the course, understanding the map, choosing the correct navigational strategy etc.etc.  Bendigo Orienteers have developed local events which are simple to organise, close to home, relaxed for the participant and take place in the bush.

The idea of bush events near Melbourne is part of a grant submission to Sport and Recreation by Peta Whitford.  Past history has shown that grant applications by Orienteering Victoria are usually successful.

However, the 2011 calendar of events is being prepared and a series of Melbourne bush events could be included now and some venues identified.

Suggested structure of Melbourne local bush event
The map should be coloured and mapped to usual bush standards.  Possible venues are Plenty River (YV), Woodlands (TK), Christmas Hills (YV), Wellington Chase (DR), You Yangs (NE) and others.  The area does not have to be large but should be bush-like and have some form which necessitates contours.
The courses – probably 4 courses ranging from 6km to 2 km including an easy and a moderate course.  
Sportident (school system SIME) will be used to assist coursesetting and reduce the number of organising people needed.  SI will enable a 6km course to be set in a small area.  SIME does not need computers – just the controls and a down-load splits printer. The grant submission includes a set of SIME with 30 controls.  YV is probably going to buy a similar set.
Infrastructure and manpower – no tents unless absolutely necessary, no start and finish banners, no member/non-member differential.  This could be the type of event where new coursesetters and organisers could be trained.

A series of events
The purpose of creating a single series: 

· to provide a series which can be advertised to newcomers. These events would have some predictability about them and the simple relaxed structure of the events suit someone new to the sport.  ‘Events’ on the OV website at present is a list which does not provide useful information for a newcomer.  

· to provide events attractive to the regular orienteer who presently is complaining of not enough bush events.  The regular Melbourne orienteer may be willing to compromise the high quality of an event to the convenience of having something close by.

Proposal : that club bush events should be identified as a series on the calendar and include the local country events
All the club bush events could be under the heading of ‘local bush events’
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