Promotion and Development Report
For January 18th 2011

General

This report covers: 8th to 22nd December 2010, 

then  3 weeks and 2 days of leave, and Monday 
17th January.

December 2010

The year finished with a flurry of sessions:

Both school and corporate - 

1. Lysterfield PS at Jells Park

2. Corporate Team Building:

· Spectrum Migrant Resource Centre teams at Westerfolds Park.

· Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority teams who undertook a bike ride from Heidelberg to Eltham, with the  bike/ navigation course set along the 18km route, with questions relating to the historical, heritage and indigenous ‘relics’ found along the way. It culminated with a jigsaw challenge leading them to lunch at Monsalvat in Eltham.

Cultural Awareness Training (Indigenous)
On Tuesday 21st December, I was invited by Canoeing Victoria to join their professional development session. The seminar was run by
Indigenous Officers from SRV. It was informative

One aspect I’d like to see us take on board would be that all the orienteering maps have ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ with words such as-

Orienteering Victoria (or Club name) acknowledges that this map covers areas that are the traditional lands of the ( insert indigenous group’s name).

January 2011
Request: 

Would any club/ or OV   be interested in taking part in a FAMILY EVENT CHALLENGE

Run in the High Country ( late 2011, or early 2012) combining family bonding, fun in the great outdoors, physical activity, - the organising committee hope to bring a number of associations on board to ‘sponsor’ a stage challenge – but we’d have to supply equipment and qualified staff?????

Request is from Mansfield Shire Council.

Melbourne Water Grant successful

OV has received $3596 from Melbourne Water to cover the costs associated with updating the Cardinia Reservoir Park map, following the completion of the Pipeline and new Pump House. 
The grant includes money for fieldwork, cartography, 4 new permanent course posts and their installation, redesigning of courses for teaching, printing and laminating of 12 sets of teaching maps and printing of maps for the permanent course.

I had hoped to complete this upgrade by February however the works are still underway and are now programmed to be completed by the end of March. It is best to wait until everything is completed so that map corrections do not have to be drawn in. I have set aside time before Easter to complete the work.
Archive Request

Kathy Liley responded to the request for help with sorting thru the OV/ VOA archive boxes, deleting what is not required to be kept and putting all other material into chronological system. I thank her very much for her time and on going effort.

SRV

1. NO news re Grant applications. Only that the change of Government has held things up.

2. Fire Recovery grant for mapping.

All maps to be redone are underway except for Toorourrong Reservoir Park. This park’s redevelopment is very slow. I understand that PV/DSE/MW want or need the dam wall to be raised. However there have been a number of objections and so progress has halted. 
Rex Niven has visited the park and has provided this report.
We visited the Toorourrong map today. (Sunday 16th Jan)   The re-opening of the tourist area with toilet blocks is now scheduled for late 2011 (was originally 2010).
 

We circumnavigated the new eastern part on foot.  
 

All the fences have been rebuilt so we could possibly orienteer if we supplied portaloos and the terrain is suitable, but it is not.
The heat of the fire has killed 95% of the trees.  In the east part maybe 10% have survived, and there is vigorous regrowth of other eucalypts. Visibility is only a few metres making orienteering as we know it impossible, although surprisingly it is easy to walk through if you dodge round the fallen trees and thickets of regrowth.  The old tracks are being left as they lie. 
In the west part there is around 98% tree mortality and a lot of wattle mixed with the eucalypt regrowth making it very thick.  I am not an expert but I imagine at least seven years for the canopy to establish and the low regrowth to die back to an acceptable level, rather longer in the western half which is the best part.  At least the amount of blackberry and prickly plants is minimal.
 

I don't expect remapping to be possible for many years yet.  
 

Seeing the old part of Toorourrong may need to have dead trees removed for visitor safety, the access to the bush areas may take a long time also. I will ask the Rangers.

Rex Niven

VicHealth

VicHealth has arranged a meeting on Friday 11th Feb to outline its next 3 – 4 years of grant application projects.. It is unfortunate that I already have a BIG commitment on that day and will be unable to attend. I have sought further help from VH re getting this information. Unless anyone else can attend??????

First Aid level 2 course

9 orienteers have responded to the expression of Interest. This course will be held at Warrandyte Community centre on Sat 26th and Sun 27th February.

Peta Whitford

CORRESPONDENCE

Incoming-

1. Human Rights & Equal opportunity training calendar

2. SportsView from VicSport
