Rule Changes to be further discussed by the Technical Committee in 2011

Rules relating to Schools Championships

A number of rules exist that relate to the Schools Championships.  An option is to extract these from the current rules into a Guideline or a separate Section specifically for Schools Championships.  Alternatively as some of these have the format of rules rather than guidelines they should potentially be kept as Rules.

Note that Schools Championships are also run according to School Sport Australia rules.

NOL Guidelines

Currently these Guidelines are external to the Rules.  They could be moved to a Guideline within the rules.  However they are the responsibility of the High Performance Director and Group who make recommendations for changes, and so are managed by a different process.

Course Lengths

The current Rule 16.3 requires the course length to be determined to include deviations for impassable objects.  This is not practical in Sprint events in urban areas where the course is generally planned to provide multiple route choices around such objects.  It is also rarely done (even at World Championships) because it requires the course planner to decide on which route (of many) to measure.

The proposal is to modify this rule so that the course length is based on the course line and so would only include deviations shown for compulsory crossing points or around out of bounds areas (courses should be marked to follow/through around these).

Note that the Guidelines in the Appendix specify that when measuring the distance between proximal controls, this is the straight line distance (Appendix 2 – 3.5.5)

Event Reports – Section 32

This section requires a number of event reports which in practice are mostly not done.  The reporting requirements are to be reviewed to target the preparation only of reports which will provide useful information to be passed onto future event organisational teams.

Controller Accreditation

The following changes are proposed

1. Accreditation period be 4 years for all Levels, however the points can be accumulated over rolling periods of 5 years for Levels 1, and 8 years for Level 2 and 3 (previously 10).  Process to implement the changes needs to be defined, and would be done with the Manager Coaching and Officiating once the current backload is resolved.

2. Group C Events – we believe the categorisation here is unnecessary and should be simplified to 



C1 – OY and/or Pre-entry events justifying a controller



C2 – other minor events 

3. Re-accreditation Points – changes to remove less relevant activities from higher levels, and require attendance at a mandatory update session over the period at which points can be accredited e.g. at least once in a 8 year period since initial accreditation and in each 8 years thereafter for a level 3 controller.  Attendance at update courses provides opportunities to interact with other controllers.  Considering the changes that can occur to event formats, technology, rules and event organisation requirements (e.g. Risk Management, Environmental Requirements) over the periods in which points can be accumulated, update courses would assist all controllers in keeping up to date. 


OA will need to plan Level 3 Controller update course on a biennial basis e.g. on the Monday or Thursday of the Australian Championships week.


Suggested Changes to align the points to be available from Controlling events are 
also made i.e. Level 3 must control a Group A event. Level 2 can be Group B or A2 


(which only requires a level 2 controller)


The current point scheme is as follows:

	Task
	Number of points towards re-accreditation at:

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3

	Controlling
–
Group A or B1 event


–
Group B or C1 event


–
Group C event
	NA

NA

20*
	NA

30*(a)

20
	40*

30

20

	Course-setting
–
Group A event


–
Group B event


–
Group C1/2 event


–
Group C3 event
	25

20

15

10
	25

20

15

10
	25

20

15

10

	Organising
–
Group A event


–
Group B event


–
Group C1/2 event


–
Group C3 event
	25

15

10

5
	25

15

10

5
	25

15

10

5

	Attend controller update session
	10
	10
	10

	Conduct controller workshop
	20
	20
	20

	Train new controller
	10
	10
	10

	Other appropriate tasks
	As determined by State Association Technical Director
	As determined by OA Technical Director

	Total points required
	40
	60
	80

	Re-accreditation period
	5 years
	8 years
	10  years


* Mandatory task.  
The proposed changes (taking into account the changes proposed for C1 above and events to be controlled) are below. Removed point options are shown with strikethrough.

