Using OE software – Identifying competitors who Did Not Start (dns)

Pre-entry systems usually result in competitors being entered into an event datafile who subsequently do not show up or start a course.

Identifying competitors who did not start a course is critical in identifying any missing runners.  Often this is done manually by reviewing ticks on printed start lists.  However, the SportsSoftware programs can be used to automatically identify and classify as “dns” any competitors who have been entered but did not start.

To do this the following procedures must be employed.  Whilst at first glance they may seem complex, they in fact they are much quicker in practise than manual checking of pages of starters and also more accurate.

Preparation before the event:

Plan start procedures such that all starters must punch a (single) “Check” control after they have cleared their SI Sticks.

In setting up, clear all previous punches from this “Check” control.  This is done by synching the control with the special blue master time control set to extended time synch mode.

On the day:

1. After all starters have left, get the “Check” control back from the start.

2. Place it on top of a download/read control with a ferrite rod joining them.

3. Open up Evaluate SI Stations under the Competition day menu item.

4. Click on Read SI Stations
5. Once you have a “green light’ at the bottom right corner (use same procedures as setting up for SI stick downloads), click the Read button.

6. Wait while the SI numbers of all starters are read.

7. Click the Save button.

8. Close the Read SI Stations box.

9. Open up Not started runners  under the Actions menu item.

10. Click on the “Check stations” option then click “OK”.

11. Click “Yes” to the continue question (unless a problem is identified).

12. Read the report to confirm the process worked.

Any competitors who entered but did not start will now be marked as “dns” and the Missing runners reports will be accurate.

NOTE however, any errors in SI stick numbers or runners who started with a different stick to the one they nominated when entering will still need to be manually sorted out.

